
 

 Licensing Sub-Committee 

 
 
Meeting: Licensing Sub-Committee 

Date: 6 February 2020 

Classification: General Release 

Premises: Boulevard Theatre, 6 Walker’s Court, London, W1F 
0BU 

 19/16285/LISEVN 

Wards Affected: West End 

Financial Summary: None 

Report of:  Operational Director for Public Protection & 
Licensing 

 
1. Executive Summary 

1.1   The City Council (“the Council”) has received an application for a new Sexual 
Entertainment Venue (SEV) premises licence under the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 (the Act) for Boulevard Theatre, 6 Walker’s Court, 
London, W1F 0BU from The Boulevard Theatre Company Limited.  

1.2 The report sets out the application details, objections, policy and legal context along with 
other considerations that the Licensing Sub-Committee requires to determine this 
application. 

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That following consideration of this report, any information given orally at the hearing 
and/or in writing by the applicants and objectors the Licensing Sub-Committee may 
determine to: 

 
2.1.1 Grant the application in full; 
2.1.2   Grant the application subject to the standard conditions and/or any modifications 

to any part of the application and imposition of any additional conditions or 
restrictions as they think fit, or 

2.1.3 Refuse the application. 

 



3.        Application 
 
3.1       On 3 December 2019 the applicant The Boulevard Theatre Company Limited applied for 

a new Sexual  Entertainment Venue (SEV) premises licence to provide burlesque, nude 
cabaret, nude performances, plays and adult related theatrical performances and involve 
implied nudity, full and partial nudity. They have applied for relevant entertainment 
between the hours 10:00 to 01:00 on of the days Monday to Saturday and 10:00 to 22:30 
on Sundays. A copy of the application can be seen at Appendix A of the report together 
with a copy of the proposed plans at Appendix A1. 

 
3.2 As part of the application the applicants have asked to disapply conditions 5, 6, 7, 10, 

11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 21, 22 and 23 of the Sexual Entertainment Venue Standard 
Conditions. A copy of the Councils Standard Conditions for SEVs is attached as 
Appendix A2 and add the following condition to the operating schedule: 

 
 ‘External windows shall be rendered opaque when relevant entertainment takes 

place’ 
 
3.2 The premises currently operates as a theatre under the premises licence numbered 

19/16016/LIPT. A copy of this licence can be seen at Appendix B of the report. 
 
4.  Objections 

4.1 The application has received 7 objections including the Environmental Health Service, 
the Metropolitan Police Service, the Licensing Service and four interested parties. The 
objections are attached as Appendices C1 – C7.  

4.2 On the 17 December 2019, the Council’s Environmental Health Service made an 
objection on the basis that the grant of the licence would be inappropriate having regard 
to the layout, character or condition of the premises.  They stated the no conditions were 
proposed with the application and that a visit would need to be made to the premises to 
ensure compliance with the Westminster Licensing Policy and that conditions may be 
proposed. The full objection is attached at Appendix C1. 

4.3 On the 19 December 2019, the Metropolitan Police Service made an objection to the 
application on the basis that, if granted the application would undermine the licensing 
objectives.  The venue is situated with the West End stress area where this is 
traditionally high crime and disorder.  The full objection is attached at Appendix C2. 

4.4 On the 23 December 2019, the Council’s Licensing Service submitted an objection with 
the further submissions received on the 23 January 2020 and can be viewed at 
Appendix C3. 

4.5 Objector 1 
 
 On the 27 December 2019 an objection was received from an interested party to the 

application on the basis that they believe that the grant of a new SEV premises licence 
would be detrimental to the area on the ground of public nuisance and crime and 
disorder. The full objection is attached at Appendix C4. 

  



 
4.7 Objector 2 
 
 On the 28 December 2019, an objection was received from an interested party to the 

application on the basis of the grant of a new SEV premises licence would encourage 
more criminal activity and the dispersal of the audience causing public nuisance. The full 
objection is attached at Appendix C5. 

 
 
4.9 Objector 3 
 
 On the 29 December 2019, an objection was received from an interested party to the 

application on the basis of the grant of a new SEV premises licence would encourage 
more criminal activity and the dispersal of the audience causing public nuisance. The full 
objection is attached at Appendix C6. 

 
 
4.8 Objector 4 
 
 On the 19 December 2019, an objection was received from an interested party to the 

application on the grounds of the public nuisance, inappropriate locality of the venue and 
crime and disorder.  A full copy of the objection is attached at Appendix C7. 

 
4.9 At the time of publication none of the objectors had confirmed  to the Licensing Authority 

that they wish to waive their right to anonymity.  
 
5. Relevant history 

5.1  The Boulevard Theatre has operated as a theatre with a premises licence allowing the 
sale of alcohol and regulated entertainment Monday to Saturday 09:00 to 01:00 and 
Sundays 09:00 to 23:00 

5.2 Prior to a redevelopment of Walkers Court the licence holders of the Boulevard Theatre 
trading under a different company name Soho Estates held the premises licence and 
SEV licence for a premises located at 7-12 Walkers Court. On the 13th January 2020 the 
premises licence was transferred to the Boulevard Theatre Company Limited.  

5.3 The Boulevard operated as a SEV  since 2012  although the premises  traded for many 
years prior to this as a sexual entertainment venue. 5.4 The operators renewed the 
licence for Boulevard  until 2018 and all licences were granted under delegated 
authority. The current licence (reference 18/11200/LISEVR) expired on the 30 
September 2019. A renewal  application was submitted  and is awaiting determination at 
the Licensing Sub-Committee.   

6. Licensing Act 2003 Premises Licence 
 
6.1 The Premises Licence for The Boulevard Theatre (19/16016/LIPT) is attached at 

Appendix B of this report. 
 
  



7. Policy Considerations 
 
7.4 Character of the relevant locality – LO1 
 
 Walker's Court is a pedestrian street in the Soho district of the City of Westminster, London. 

The street dates from around the early 1700s and escaped modernisation in the late 

nineteenth century so that it retains its original narrow layout.  Historically character of the 
area is a mix of businesses including an array of entertainment, sexual and retail venues 
within the vicinity.  

 
7.5 The area has been a construction site for a long period of time and has been vastly 

improved with a glass raised walkway across Walkers Court with the closure of two 
nightclubs, a sex cinema and a hostess bar.  

 
7.5 Use of premises in the vicinity – LO2 
 
 The main use of the premises is a theatre and in the area are a mix of businesses 

including social, sexual entertainment venues and commercial businesses.  There are 
various licensed premises in the vicinity and opposite Boulevard is a licensed venue 
providing relevant entertainment.  Upon checking Westminster City Council’s GIS 
mapping system there are no places of worship, schools or faith groups within 100 
metres of the premises. A map of the relevant locality is attached to this report as 
Appendix F1. 

 
7.6 Layout, character or condition of the venue – LO3 
 

The main entrance to the premises is a  doorway on Walker’s Court.  No indications of 
the nature of the premises are  visible from the exterior of the premises.  The premises 
has been reconfigured and a view of the exterior of the premises can be seen at 
Appendix A1 together with a copy of the layout of the premises. 
 

8. Legal Implications 
 
8.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee may determine to: 
 

(a) Grant the application in full; 
(b) Grant the application subject to the standard conditions and/or any modifications 

to any part of the application and imposition of any additional conditions or 
restrictions as they think fit, or 

(c) Refuse the application. 
 
8.2 Before refusing to grant  an application, the Licensing Authority shall give the licence 

holder an opportunity to appear before and of being heard by the Licensing Sub-
Committee (Para 10(19) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
8.3 In considering this application, the Licensing Sub-Committee shall have regard to any 

observations submitted to them by the Chief Officer of Police and any objections that 
have been received in writing within the 28 day consultation period (Para 10(18) 
Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 



8.4 The Licensing Sub-Committee may refuse to grant or renew a licence for the following 
reasons set out in (Para 12(3) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982): 
(a)  that the applicant is unsuitable to hold a licence by reason of having been convicted 

of an offence or for any other reason; 
(b) that if the licence were to be granted the business to which it relates would be 

managed by or carried on for the benefit of a person, other than the applicant, who 
would be refused the grant of such a licence if he made the application himself; 

(c)  that the number of sex establishments, or of sex establishments of a particular kind, 
in the relevant locality at the time the application is determined is equal to or 
exceeds the number which the authority consider is appropriate for that locality; 

(d)  that the grant or renewal of the licence would be appropriate, having regard:  
 (i)   to the character of the relevant locality; or 
 (ii)  to the use to which any premises in the vicinity are put; or 

(iii)  to the layout, character or condition of the premises, vehicle, vessel    or 
stall in respect of which the application is made.  

 
An applicant whose application for the grant or renewal of a licence is refused on either 
ground specified in paragraph (c) or (d) above shall not have the right to appeal to the 
magistrates’ court. 
 

8.5     If the Licensing Sub-Committee determine to grant a Sexual Entertainment Venue 
licence, the licence will be subject to the Standard Conditions for Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licences, unless the Sub-Committee determines that certain Standard Conditions 
should be expressly excluded or varied (Para 13(4) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 
 

8.6     Should the Licensing Sub-Committee determine to refuse the application for the renewal 
of a licence under Paragraph 12(3)(a) or (b) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A 1982, the applicant 
may appeal to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 days beginning with the date on which 
the applicant is notified of the refusal of his application (Para 27(1) Schedule 3 
LG(MP)A1982). The licence will remain in force until the time for bringing an appeal has 
expired and, if such an appeal is brought, until the determination or abandonment of that 
appeal (Para 27(10) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
9.  Human Rights and Equality Issues  
 
9.1 In making a decision consideration will need to be given to the applicant’s rights under 

the European Convention on Human Rights. The right to peaceful enjoyment of 
possessions (Article 1 of the First Protocol) and freedom of expression (Article 10) may 
be relevant.  

 
9.2 The Council in its capacity as Licensing Authority has a duty to have regard to its public 

sector equality duty under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. In summary section 
149 provides that a Public Authority must, in the exercise of its functions, have due 
regard to the need to- 

(a)       eliminate discrimination harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is 
prohibited by or under this Act; 

(b)       advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected 
characteristic and persons who do not share it; and 

(c)        foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected 
characteristics and persons who do not share it. 

 



9.3 Section 149 (7) of the Equality Act 2010 defines the relevant protected characteristics as 
age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, 
sex, and sexual orientation. 

 
9.4  An Equalities Impact Assessment has been conducted and the Council believes that the 

granting of this application for the sexual entertainment venue licence renewal for The 
Boulevard Theatre will not have an adverse impact or unlawfully discriminates against 
any protected characteristics. 

 
Appendices 

 
A – Application for a New Sexual Entertainment Venue 
A1 – Plan attached the application 
A2 – Westminster City Council’s Standard Conditions relating to Sexual Entertainment 

Venues 
B – Premises Licence for Boulevard Theatre 19/16016/LIPT 
C1 – Objection from Environmental Health 
C2 – Objection from the Metropolitan Police Service  
C3 – Objection from the Licensing Service 
C4 – Objection 1 
C5 – Objection 2 
C6 – Objection 3 
C7 – Objection 4 
D – Licence History 
E – Map of Locality 

          

  

If you have any queries about this Report or wish to inspect any of the Background 
Papers  please contact: Michelle Steward on 020 7641 6500 or at 

msteward1@westminster.gov.uk 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 
Policing and Crime Act 2009 
Sexual Entertainment Venues Statement of Licensing Policy 2012 
Sexual Entertainment Venues Guidance and Procedure effective 17 February 2012 
Home Office Guidance March 2010 
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Plans attached to the application      Appendix A1 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Westminster City Council’s Standard Conditions    Appendix A2 
 
1.        Whilst Relevant Entertainment is taking place no person under the age of 18 shall be on 

the licensed premises and a clear notice to that effect shall be displayed at the entrance 
in a prominent position so that it can be easily read by persons entering the premises. 

 
2.        Whenever persons under the age of 18 are admitted to the premises there will be no 

promotional or other material on display within the premises which depicts nudity or 
partial nudity. 

 
3.        The licence or a clear copy shall be prominently displayed at all times so as to be readily 

and easily seen by all persons using the premises. 
 
4.        No provision of relevant entertainment, or material depicting nudity or relevant 

entertainment, shall be visible from outside the premises. 
 
5.        Menus and drinks price lists shall be clearly displayed at the front entrance of the club, 

reception area, tables and bar at such a position and size as to be easily read by 
customers.  This price list shall show all consumable items and any minimum tariff 
including charges and fees applicable to Performers. 

 
6.        Except with the consent of the Licensing Authority, no advertisements of any kind 

(including placard, poster, sticker, flyer, picture, letter, sign or other mark) shall be 
inscribed or affixed at the premises, on the surface of the highway or on any building, 
structure, works, street furniture, tree or any other property or be distributed in the street 
to the public that advertises or promotes the relevant entertainment at the premises. 

 
7.        The licence holder or other person concerned in the conduct or management of the 

premises shall not seek to obtain custom by means of personal solicitation or touting, 
nor enter into any agreement with a third party to do so. 

 
8.        Adequate toilets, washing and changing facilities for use by the Performers shall be 

provided. 
 
9.        Either the licence holder or a named responsible person shall be present throughout the 

time the Relevant Entertainment takes place. 
 
10.      The premises will install and maintain a comprehensive CCTV system as per the 

minimum requirements of a Metropolitan Police Crime Prevention Officer that ensures all 
areas of the licensed premises are monitored including all entry and exit points will be 
covered enabling frontal identification of every person entering any light condition.  All 
cameras shall continually record whilst the premises is open for licensable activities and 
during all times when customers remain on the premises.  All recordings shall be stored 
for a minimum period of 31 days with date and time stamping.  Recordings shall be 
made available immediately upon the request of Police or authorised officer throughout 
the preceding 31 day period together with facilities for viewing. 

 
11.      A staff member from the premises who is conversant with the operation of the CCTV 

system shall be on the premises at all times when the premises is open to the public and 
this staff member should be able to show Police recent data and footage with the 
absolute minimum of delay of the request. 



 
12.      An incident log shall be kept at the premises, and made available on request to the 

Licensing Authority or the Police, which will record the following: 
 

(a) all crimes reported to the venue; 
(b) all ejections of patrons; 
(c) any complaints received; 
(d) any incidents of disorder; 
(e) seizures of drugs or offensive weapons; 
(f) any faults in the CCTV system or searching equipment or scanning equipment; 
(g) any refusal of the sale of alcohol; 
(h) any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service; 
(i) any breach of licence conditions reported by a Performer. 

 
13.      The licence holder shall produce a Code of Conduct setting out rules and obligations 

between the licence holder and performers whilst performing.  All Performers shall sign 
the Code of Conduct in their proper name acknowledging that they have read, 
understood and are prepared to abide by the said Code of Conduct, and a copy so 
signed shall be retained by the licence holder and shall be readily available for 
inspection by the Police and/or authorised persons upon reasonable request. 

 
14.      Individual records shall be kept at the premises of the real names, stage names and 

addresses of all Performers working at the premises.  The record will include either a 
copy of their birth certificate, current passport, EU driving licence or national identity card 
and shall be made immediately available for inspection by the Police and/or the 
Licensing Authority upon request. 

 
15.      Details of all work permits and/or immigration status relating to persons working at the 

premises shall be retained by the licence holder and be readily available for inspection 
by the Licensing Authority, a Police Officer or Immigration Officer. 

 
16.      Relevant entertainment shall be given only by Performers and the audience shall not be 

permitted to participate in the relevant entertainment. 
 
17.      There shall be no physical contact between Performers whilst performing. 
 
18.      Performers will not request or give out any telephone number, address or any other 

contact information from or to any customer.  Any such information given by a customer 
shall be surrendered to the premises manager as soon as is practicable. 

 
19.      Relevant Entertainment shall take place only in the designated areas approved by the 

Licensing Authority as shown on the licence plan.  Arrangements for access to the 
dressing room shall be maintained at all times whilst Relevant Entertainment is taking 
place and immediately thereafter. 

 
20.      Customers must remain fully clothed at all times.  The Performer must not remove any of 

the customer's clothing at any time. 
 
21.      Where relevant entertainment is provided in booths, or other areas of the premises 

where private performances are provided, the booth or area shall not have a door or 



other similar closure, the area shall be constantly monitored by CCTV, and access to the 
booth or other area shall be adequately supervised. 

 
22.      Whenever Relevant Entertainment is being provided there shall be no physical contact 

between Performers and customers or between customers and Performers except for 
the exchanging of money or tokens at the beginning or conclusion of the performance 
and only for the purpose of that performance.  Clearly legible notices to this effect shall 
clearly be displayed in each private booth and in any performance area. 

 
23.      Performers must redress fully immediately after each performance. 

 
 



Current Premises Licence       Appendix B 
 
 

 

City of Westminster 
64 Victoria Street, London, SW1E 6QP 

Schedule 12 
Part A 

WARD: West End 
UPRN: 100023469843 

Premises licence 

 
Regulation 33, 34 

 
 
Premises licence number: 
 

 
19/16016/LIPT 

 

Original Reference:  
 

 

19/04038/LIPN 

 
Part 1 – Premises details 
 
 

Postal address of premises: 
 
6 Walker's Court 
London 
W1F 0BU 
 

Telephone Number: Not Supplied 

 

Where the licence is time limited, the dates: 
 
Not applicable 
 

Licensable activities authorised by the licence: 
 
Performance of Dance 
Exhibition of a Film 
Performance of Live Music 
Playing of Recorded Music 
Anything of a similar description to Live Music, Recorded Music or Performance of Dance 
Performance of a Play 
Late Night Refreshment 
Sale by Retail of Alcohol 

 

The times the licence authorises the carrying out of licensable activities: 

 
Performance of Dance 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Exhibition of a Film 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Performance of Live Music 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  



 
Playing of Recorded Music 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Anything of a similar description to Live Music, Recorded Music or Performance of 
Dance 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Performance of a Play 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Late Night Refreshment 
 Monday to Saturday: 23:00 to 01:00  
 
Sale by Retail of Alcohol 
 Monday to Saturday: 10:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 11:00 to 22:30  
 
From the end of permitted hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of permitted hours on New 
Year’s Day. 
On Sundays prior to Bank Holidays/Public Holidays the hours shall be extended to 00:00 

 

The opening hours of the premises: 
 
Monday to Saturday: 08:00 to 01:30 
Sunday:              08:00 to 23:00 

 

Where the licence authorises supplies of alcohol, whether these are on and/or off 
supplies: 
 
Alcohol is supplied for consumption both on and off the Premises. 

 
Part 2 
 

Name, (registered) address, telephone number and email (where relevant) of holder 
of premises licence: 
 
The Boulevard Theatre Company Limited 
58 Wardour Street 
London 
England, 
W1D 4JQ 

 

Registered number of holder, for example company number, charity number (where 
applicable) 
 
10440836 

 

Name, address and telephone number of designated premises supervisor where the 
premises licence authorises the supply of alcohol: 
 



Name: Mr Leon Scott 
 
Please note: It is the policy of the Licensing Authority not to display the address 
details of a designated premises supervisor. 

 

Personal licence number and issuing authority of personal licence held by 
designated premises supervisor where the premises licence authorises for the 
supply of alcohol:  
 
Licence Number: LN/000014863 
Licensing Authority: London Borough of Haringey 

 
Date:   13 January 2020 
 
This licence has been authorised by Emanuela Meloyan on behalf of the Director 
Public Protection and Licensing. 



Annex 1 – Mandatory conditions 
 

1. No supply of alcohol may be made at a time when there is no designated premises supervisor in 
respect of this licence. 

 
2. No supply of alcohol may be made at a time when the designated premises supervisor does not 

hold a personal licence or the personal licence is suspended. 
 
3. Every supply of alcohol under this licence must be made or authorised by a person who holds a 

personal licence. 
 
4.          (1)  The responsible person must ensure that staff on relevant premises do not carry out, 

arrange or participate in any irresponsible promotions in relation to the premises. 
 

(2)  In this paragraph, an irresponsible promotion means any one or more of the following 
activities, or substantially similar activities, carried on for the purpose of encouraging the 
sale or supply of alcohol for consumption on the premises— 

 
(a)  games or other activities which require or encourage, or are designed to require or 

encourage, individuals to; 
 

(i)  drink a quantity of alcohol within a time limit (other than to drink alcohol sold or 
supplied on the premises before the cessation of the period in which the 
responsible person is authorised to sell or supply alcohol), or 

(ii)  drink as much alcohol as possible (whether within a time limit or otherwise); 
 

(b)  provision of unlimited or unspecified quantities of alcohol free or for a fixed or discounted 
fee to the public or to a group defined by a particular characteristic in a manner which 
carries a significant risk of undermining a licensing objective; 

 
(c)  provision of free or discounted alcohol or any other thing as a prize to encourage or reward 

the purchase and consumption of alcohol over a period of 24 hours or less in a manner 
which carries a significant risk of undermining a licensing objective; 

 
(d)  selling or supplying alcohol in association with promotional posters or flyers on, or in the 

vicinity of, the premises which can reasonably be considered to condone, encourage or 
glamorise anti-social behaviour or to refer to the effects of drunkenness in any favourable 
manner; 

 
 (e) dispensing alcohol directly by one person into the mouth of another (other than where that 

other person is unable to drink without assistance by reason of a disability). 
 
5.  The responsible person must ensure that free potable water is provided on request to customers 

where it is reasonably available. 
 
6.          (1)  The premises licence holder or club premises certificate holder must ensure that an age 

verification policy is adopted in respect of the premises in relation to the sale or supply of 
alcohol. 

 
(2)  The designated premises supervisor in relation to the premises licence must ensure that 

the supply of alcohol at the premises is carried on in accordance with the age verification 
policy. 

 

(3) The policy must require individuals who appear to the responsible person to be under 18 



years of age (or such older age as may be specified in the policy) to produce on request, 

before being served alcohol, identification bearing their photograph, date of birth and 

either— 

 (a)  a holographic mark, or 

 (b)  an ultraviolet feature. 

 
7.  The responsible person must ensure that— 

(a)  where any of the following alcoholic drinks is sold or supplied for consumption on the 

premises (other than alcoholic drinks sold or supplied having been made up in advance 

ready for sale or supply in a securely closed container) it is available to customers in the 

following measures— 

  (i)  beer or cider: ½ pint;  

(ii)  gin, rum, vodka or whisky: 25 ml or 35 ml; and 

   (iii)  still wine in a glass: 125 ml; 

 
(b)  these measures are displayed in a menu, price list or other printed material which is 

available to customers on the premises; and 
 
(c) where a customer does not in relation to a sale of alcohol specify the quantity of alcohol to 

be sold, the customer is made aware that these measures are available. 
 
A responsible person in relation to a licensed premises means the holder of the premise licence in respect 
of the premises, the designated premises supervisor (if any) or any individual aged 18 or over who is 
authorised by either the licence holder or designated premises supervisor.  For premises with a club 
premises certificate, any member or officer of the club present on the premises in a capacity that which 
enables him to prevent the supply of alcohol. 
 
8(i) A relevant person shall ensure that no alcohol is sold or supplied for consumption on or off the 

premises for a price which is less than the permitted price. 
 
8(ii) For the purposes of the condition set out in paragraph 8(i) above - 
 

(a)  "duty" is to be construed in accordance with the Alcoholic Liquor Duties Act 1979; 
 

(b)  "permitted price" is the price found by applying the formula - 
 

P = D+(DxV) 
 

Where - 
  

(i) P is the permitted price, 
(ii) D is the amount of duty chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the duty     were 

charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol, and 
(iii) V is the rate of value added tax chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the value 

added tax were charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol; 
 

(c)  "relevant person" means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is in force a 
premises licence - 

   
(i)  the holder of the premises licence, 



(ii)  the designated premises supervisor (if any) in respect of such a licence, or 
(iii)  the personal licence holder who makes or authorises a supply of    alcohol under 

such a licence; 
 

(d)   "relevant person" means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is in force a club 
premises certificate, any member or officer of the club present on the premises in a capacity 
which enables the member or officer to prevent the supply in question; and 

 
(e)  "value added tax" means value added tax charged in accordance with the Value Added 

Tax Act 1994. 
 
8(iii). Where the permitted price given by Paragraph 8(ii)(b) above would (apart from this paragraph) not 

be a whole number of pennies, the price given by that sub-paragraph shall be taken to be the price 
actually given by that sub-paragraph rounded up to the nearest penny. 

 
8(iv).     (1)  Sub-paragraph 8(iv)(2) below applies where the permitted price given by Paragraph 8(ii)(b) 

above on a day ("the first day") would be different from the permitted price on the next day 
("the second day") as a result of a change to the rate of duty or value added tax. 

(2)  The permitted price which would apply on the first day applies to sales or supplies of alcohol 
which take place before the expiry of the period of 14 days beginning on the second day. 

 

 
9. Admission of children to the premises must be restricted in accordance with the film classification 

recommended by the British Board of Film Classification or recommended by this licensing 
authority as appropriate. 

 
10. All persons guarding premises against unauthorised access or occupation or against outbreaks of 

disorder or against damage (door supervisors) must be licensed by the Security Industry Authority. 



Annex 2 – Conditions consistent with the operating Schedule 
 
 
None 



Annex 3 – Conditions attached after a hearing by the licensing authority 
 
 
11.  The premises shall install and maintain a comprehensive CCTV system as per the minimum 

requirements of the Westminster Police Licensing Team. All entry points will be covered enabling 
frontal identification of every person entering in any light condition. The CCTV shall also extend to 
Peter Street and Walker's Court as agreed with the Metropolitan Police and shall be subject to 24-
hour monitoring capability. The CCTV system shall continually record whilst the premises is open 
for licensable activities and during all times when customers remain on the premises. All recordings 
shall be stored for a minimum period of 31 days with date and time stamping. Viewing of recordings 
shall be made available immediately upon the request of Police or authorised officer throughout 
the preceding 31 day period. 

 
12.  A staff member from the premises who is conversant with the operation of the CCTV system shall 

be on the premises at all times when the premises is open. This staff member must be able to 
provide a Police or authorised council officer copies of recent CCTV images or data with the 
absolute minimum of delay when requested. 

 
13.  Alcohol may only be sold after core hours (23:30 Monday to Thursday, midnight Friday to Saturday 

and 22:30 Sunday) to persons who are either: 
a) Attending a ticketed theatre show or other stage performance on that day; or 
b) Seated and taking a table meal there and for consumption by such a person as ancillary to their 
meal. 

 
14.  Save for the first floor restaurant and bar, the provision of licensable activities shall be restricted to: 

a) persons attending a ticketed theatre show or other stage performance; or 
b) persons attending a pre-booked private event; a list of such events shall be kept for 31 days for 
inspection by the responsible authorities. 

 
15.  No noise shall emanate from the premises nor vibration be transmitted through the structure of the 

premises which gives rise to a nuisance. 
 
16.  Notices shall be prominently displayed at all exits requesting patrons to respect the needs of local 

residents and businesses and leave the area quietly. 
 
17.  A Challenge 21 proof of age scheme shall be operated at the premises where the only acceptable 

forms of identification are recognised photographic identification cards, such as a driving licence, 
passport or proof of age card with the PASS Hologram. 

 
18.  An incident log shall be kept at the premises, and made available on request to an authorised 

officer of the City Council or the Police, which will record the following: 
a) all crimes reported to the venue 
b) all ejections of patrons 
c) any complaints received concerning crime and disorder 
d) any incidents of disorder 
e) all seizures of drugs or offensive weapons 
f) any faults in the CCTV system or searching equipment or scanning  equipment 
g) any refusal of the sale of alcohol 
h) any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service 

 
19.  Any special effects or mechanical installations shall be arranged and stored so as to minimise any 

risk to the safety of those using the premises. The following special effects will only be used on 10 
days prior notice being given to the Licensing Authority where consent has not previously been 
given. 
o dry ice and cryogenic fog 
o smoke machines and fog generators 



o pyrotechnics including fireworks 
o firearms 
o lasers 
o explosives and highly flammable substances 
o real flame 
o strobe lighting 

 
20.  The approved arrangements at the premises, including means of escape provisions, emergency 

warning equipment, the electrical installation and mechanical equipment, shall at all material times 
be maintained in good condition and full working order. 

 
21.  The means of escape provided for the premises shall be maintained unobstructed, free of trip 

hazards, be immediately available and clearly identified in accordance with the plans provided. 
 
22.  All emergency exit doors shall be available at all material times without the use of a key, code, card 

or similar means. 
 
23.  All emergency doors shall be maintained effectively self closing and not held open other than by 

an approved device. 
 
24.  The edges of the treads of steps and stairways shall be maintained so as to be conspicuous. 
 
25. Curtains and hangings shall be arranged so as not to obstruct emergency safety signs or 

emergency equipment. 
 
26.  All fabrics, curtains, drapes and similar features including materials used in finishing and furnishing 

shall be either non-combustible or be durably or inherently flame-retarded fabric. Any fabrics used 
in escape routes (other than foyers), entertainment areas or function rooms, shall be non-
combustible. 

 
27.  The operators of the business and/or the licensees shall ensure that any capacity limits set for the 

premises are properly monitored at all times and recorded hourly. Information regarding the 
capacity shall be given to an authorised officer or Police Officer on request. 

 
28.  There shall be no sales of hot food or hot drink for consumption off the premises after 23.00 hours. 
 
29.  Unless otherwise agreed with the council, a minimum of 7 working days' notice shall be given by 

the Environmental Health Consultation Team when there is a change to the theatrical production. 
 
30.  The certificates listed below shall be submitted to the Licensing Authority upon written request: 

o Any emergency lighting battery or system 
o Any electrical installation 
o Any emergency warning system 
o Ceiling 

 
31.  All materials used in finishing and furnishing the premises should, as far as it reasonably 

practicable, be selected so as to be difficult to ignite and provide a low surface spread of flame and 
low rates of heat release and smoke emission. 

 
32.  Notices shall be prominently displayed at any area used for smoking requesting patrons to respect 

the needs of local residents and use the area quietly. 
 
33. After 22:00, smokers will be directed to a designated smoking area in Walker's Court, which shall 

be supervised and limited to no more than 20 smokers at any time. 
 
34.  Patrons permitted to temporarily leave and then re-enter the premises e.g. to smoke, shall not be 



permitted to take drinks or glass containers with them. 
 
35.  A direct telephone number for the manager at the premises shall be publicly available at all times 

the premises is open. This telephone number is to be made available to residents and businesses 
in the vicinity. 

 
36.  Loudspeakers shall not be located in the ground floor entrance lobby or outside the premises save 

for those used only for making emergency announcements. 
 
37.  There shall be no payment made by or on behalf of the licence holder to any person for bringing 

customers to the premises directly off the street. 
 
38.  During the hours of operation of the premises, the licence holder shall ensure sufficient measures 

are in place to remove and prevent litter or waste arising or accumulating from customers in the 
area immediately outside the premises, and that this area shall be swept and or washed, and litter 
and sweepings collected and stored in accordance with the approved refuse storage arrangements 
by close of business. 

 
39.  No waste or recyclable materials, including bottles, shall be moved, removed or placed in outside 

areas between 23.00 hours and 08.00 hours.  
 
40.  All waste shall be properly presented and placed out for collection no earlier than 30 minutes before 

the scheduled collection times. 
 
41. The entrance on Peter Street shall not be used as an exit (save in the case of emergency) after 

22:00 hours. 
 
42. No deliveries (including delivery and removal of stage equipment) to the premises shall take place 

between 22:00 and 08:00 on the day following or otherwise than between 11:00 and 17:00 on a 
Sunday. 

 
43.  The licence holder shall ensure that any queue to enter the premises which forms outside the 

premises is orderly and supervised by door staff so as to ensure that there is no public nuisance or 
obstruction to the public highway. 

 
44.  Flashing or particularly bright lights on or outside the premises shall not cause a nuisance to nearby 

properties (save insofar as they are necessary for the prevention of crime). 
 
45.  No person on behalf of the premises or on behalf or a person carrying or attempting to carry on a 

licensable activity shall cause, permit, employ or allow, directly or indirectly, whether on payment 
or otherwise, any person(s) to importune, solicit or tout members of the public on any public 
highway for the purpose of bringing customers to the premises. The distribution of leaflets or similar 
promotional material is also prohibited. 

 
For the purpose of this section, 
'Directly' means:- employ, have control of or instruct. 
'Indirectly' means allowing / permitting the service of or through a third party. 

 
46.  Licensable activities authorised by this licence may continue from the end of permitted hours on 

New Year's Eve until the end of permitted hours on New Year's Day. 
 
47.  After 22:00, there will always be at least two SIA registered staff on duty at all times when there is 

a theatre performance or pre-booked event taking place. The duties shall include but not limited to: 
a) Seeking to prevent customers exiting Walker's Court into Peter Street; 
b) Supervising the smoking area; 
c) Patrolling Brewer Street, Walker's Court and Peter Street as agreed with Police from time 



to time; 
d) Encourage pedicabs not to congregate in the area. 

 
48.  Save for pre-booked, private events, any alcohol sold in the auditorium shall only be contained in 

non-breakable vessels save for 20cl bottles of prosecco and champagne, or where agreed in writing 
with the Environmental Heath Consultation Team. All such drinks in glass bottles are to be served 
to the customer with a suitable polycarbonate container, and customers shall not be permitted to 
drink directly from any glass bottle. 

 
49.  Non-intoxicating beverages, including drinking water, shall be available in all parts of the premises 

where alcohol is sold or supplied for consumption on the premises. 
 
50.  The licensable activities authorised by this licence are subject to the primary use of the premises 

continuing to be that of a Theatre and the sale and consumption of alcohol being ancillary to the 
use of the premises as a performance venue. 

 
51.  The number of persons permitted on the premises (excluding staff) at any one time shall not exceed 

480, comprised of: 
 First Floor: 190 
 Second Floor: 170 seated or 200 standing 
 Third Floor: 60 seated or 90 standing 
 
52. After core hours ((23:30 Monday to Thursday, midnight Friday to Saturday and 22:30 Sunday): 

a) The number of persons (excluding staff) on the premises shall not exceed 350 persons at 
any time; 

b) There shall be no new admissions to the premises, save for bona fide guests of the 
management, limited to no more than 10% of the capacity at the time. 

 
53. Licensable activities and the consumption of alcohol shall be restricted to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd floor 

of the premises. 
 
54. Private events after 22:00 shall be restricted to no more than 25 per calendar year and a maximum 

capacity of 350 people. 



Annex 4 – Plans 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

  



 

City of Westminster 
64 Victoria Street, London, SW1E 6QP 

Schedule 12 
Part B 

WARD: West End 
UPRN: 100023469843 

Premises licence 
summary 

 
Regulation 33, 34 

 
 

 
Premises licence number: 
 

 
19/16016/LIPT 

 
 
Part 1 – Premises details 
 

Postal address of premises: 
 
 
6 Walker's Court 
London 
W1F 0BU 
 

Telephone Number: Not Supplied 

 

Where the licence is time limited, the dates: 
 
Not applicable 

 

Licensable activities authorised by the licence: 
 
Performance of Dance 
Exhibition of a Film 
Performance of Live Music 
Playing of Recorded Music 
Anything of a similar description to Live Music, Recorded Music or Performance of Dance 
Performance of a Play 
Late Night Refreshment 
Sale by Retail of Alcohol 
 

 

The times the licence authorises the carrying out of licensable activities: 

 
Performance of Dance 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Exhibition of a Film 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Performance of Live Music 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Playing of Recorded Music 



 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Anything of a similar description to Live Music, Recorded Music or Performance of 
Dance 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00 
 
Performance of a Play 
 Monday to Saturday: 09:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 09:00 to 23:00  
 
Late Night Refreshment 
 Monday to Saturday: 23:00 to 01:00  
 
Sale by Retail of Alcohol 
 Monday to Saturday: 10:00 to 01:00  
 Sunday: 11:00 to 22:30  
 
From the end of permitted hours on New Year’s Eve to the start of permitted hours on New 
Year’s Day. 
On Sundays prior to Bank Holidays/Public Holidays the hours shall be extended to 00:00 

 

 

The opening hours of the premises: 
 
 
Monday to Saturday: 08:00 to 01:30 
Sunday:              08:00 to 23:00 

 

Where the licence authorises supplies of alcohol, whether these are on and/or off 
supplies: 
 
Alcohol is supplied for consumption both on and off the Premises. 

 

Name and (registered) address of holder of premises licence: 
 
The Boulevard Theatre Company Limited 
58 Wardour Street 
London 
England, 
W1D 4JQ 

 

Registered number of holder, for example company number, charity number (where 
applicable) 
 
10440836 

 

Name of designated premises supervisor where the premises licence authorises for 
the supply of alcohol: 
 
Name: Mr Leon Scott 
 



 

State whether access to the premises by children is restricted or prohibited: 
 
Restricted  
 

 
 
 
Date:   13 January 2020 
 
 
This licence has been authorised by Emanuela Meloyan on behalf of the Director - Public 
Protection and Licensing.   

 
 
  



 
Environmental Health Service Objection     Appendix C1 
 
 
 
TO  Licensing Officer 
 
REFERENCE  19/16285/LISEVN 
 

 
FROM  EH Consultation Team 
REFERENCE   
BEING DEALT WITH BY Ian Watson (iwatson@westminster.gov.uk) 
TELEPHONE  020 7641 3183 
DATE  17th December 2019 
 

 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 
Policing and Crime Act 2009 
 
Boulevard Theatre, 6 Walker's Court, W1 
 
I refer to the application for a Sexual Entertainment Venue Licence. 
 
The premises are located within the Westminster Core Commercial Activity Zone. 
 
The applicant has submitted floor plans of the premises reference 921B rev PO1. 
 
This representation is based on the plans and operating schedule submitted. 
 
The applicant is seeking the following 
 

1. The application is to provide cabaret within the theatre auditorium on the second and third floors as 
identified on the plans submitted during the opening hours of 10.00 – 01.00 Monday to Saturday and 
11.00 – 22.30 Sunday. 

 
I wish to make the following representation 
 
1. The grant of the licence would be inappropriate having regard to the layout, character or condition of 

the premises. 
 
 
The applicant has stated within the cover letter that this application will be on the same terms as the 
existing premises licence. 
 
A visit will need to be made to the premises to ensure compliance with Westminster SEV licensing policy 
and additional conditions may be proposed. 
 
 
Should you wish to discuss the matter further please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 
 



Metropolitan Police Service Objection     Appendix C2 
 
Ref: 19/16285/LISEVN 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

  

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
19th December 2019 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
 
Re: Boulevard Theatre Walkers Court W1 New Sexual Entertainment Licence 
Application 
 
 
Police object to this application: 
 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 
Policing and Crime Act 2009 
 
 

• Insufficient conditions proposed to ensure the prevention of crime and disorder. 
 
 
I would like to me with the applicant and yourself to discuss this application 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards 
 
Bryan Lewis PC4161AW  
 

METROPOLITAN POLICE 
SERVICE 
 
 
 
 
 

Bryan Lewis PC4161CW 
Westminster Police Licensing Team 
Westminster City Council offices 
15th Floor 
64 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1 6QP 
 
Telephone: 020 7641 3347 
Email:blewis1@westminster.gov.uk 
 



Licensing Service Objection       Appendix C3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Licensing Service Objection 
 
 
 

Application for a new Sexual Entertainment Venue – Sex Establishment 
licence under Schedule 3 paragraph 10 of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 for Boulevard Theatre, 6 Walker’s 
Court, London, W1F 0BU 
 
Licensing Service Ref: 19/16285/LISEVN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karyn Abbott – Senior Licensing Officer 



Licensing Team, Tel: 020 7641 8112 or email: kabbott@westminster.gov.uk 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 I am authorised on behalf of the Licensing Service of Westminster City Council to carry 

out its functions in considering Sex Establishment applications made under the 
provisions of Part II, Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1982.   

 
1.2 I have considered the new Sexual Entertainment Venue – Sex Establishment Licence 

application submitted on behalf of The Boulevard Theatre Company Limited for 
Boulevard Theatre, 6 Walker’s Court, London, W1F 0BU.  I carried out a visit of this 
premises on the 14th January 2020 where I met and discussed the applicant’s intentions 
for the premises. 

 
1.3  Paragraph 10 subsection (15) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 

1982 Part II states;  
 
 ‘Any person objecting to an application for the grant, renewal or transfer of a licence 

under this schedule shall give notice in writing of his objection to the appropriate 
authority, stating in general terms the grounds of the objection, not later than 28days 
after the date of the application’ 

 
1.4 The Licensing Service has considered it appropriate to make an objection in relation to 

this application. Due to the nature of the premises applied for and taking into 
consideration the councils Statement of Licensing Policy for Sexual Entertainment 
Venues 2012 specifically the character of the relevant locality and the use of premises in 
the vicinity, the Licensing Service makes an objection to this application.   

 
1.5 I have considered the application in detail, the history of the premises, the location of the 

premises and transport links and whether the application meets the council’s Licensing 
Policy.  My findings in relation to this application are set out in this document. 

 
2. The Application 
 
2.1 The applicant has applied for Relevant Entertainment to be provided from 10:00 to 01:00 

on Monday to Saturday and from 11:00 to 22:30 on Sunday. The Relevant 
Entertainment is described as cabaret and burlesque which includes up to full nudity.  

 
2.2  At the time of making my objection the applicant had not confirmed whether they wish to 

disapply any of the Standard Conditions for SEV premises. 
 

Proposed layout of the premises: 
 

2.3 The premises has two entrances with the one on Walker’s Court and the other a few 
meters around the corner on Peter Street. The entrance on Peter Street has a glass 
frontage which leads into a lobby area with a maned desk. Photographs of the front 
entrance are attached at Appendix A of my objection.  

 
2.4 The applicant has proposed a condition which states ‘No provision of relevant 

entertainment, or material depicting nudity or relevant entertainment, shall be visible 
from outside the premises.’ Although this is already a standard condition contained 



within the Sexual Entertainment Venues Standard Conditions. Further the applicants 
have submitted a condition which states ‘External windows shall be rendered opaque 
when relevant entertainment takes place.’ 

 
2.5 There was an extensive refurbishment of the premises in 2015 which converted the 

premises into a theatre with a restaurant. There is an auditorium with a central stage 
area with seating placed around the stage. These both fully revolve to create a flexible 
and adaptable performance space which are reflected in the plans submitted by the 
applicant.  

 
2.6 During my inspection a request was made to add a further two CCTV cameras in the 

auditorium to allow full coverage of this area. 
 

Proposed style of operation: 

2.7 The premises operate predominantly as a theatre and propose to have occasional 

Burlesque/Cabaret performances. Customers enter through the main doors from Peter 

Street where they can purchase a ticket if they have not already obtained one for any 

theatre performance. The customer then walks up the stairs to the bar/restaurant where 

they can have a meal or drink before the performance. When performances are about to 

start customers require a ticket to enter the auditorium upstairs where they are seated.   

2.8 Performances only take place on the stage in the auditorium. All performers are required 

to sign a declaration that fully understand the premises rules and regulations around 

performances. The applicant has proposed a condition with this affect.   

2.9 The applicants The Boulevard Theatre Company Limited are experienced operators in 

the industry. The managers of the proposed Licence Holder are the directors of Soho 

Estates Limited who have held a Sexual Entertainment Venue Licences since 2014.  

Standard Conditions: 

2.10 The Licensing Service is waiting for the applicant to confirm which of the standard 

conditions they wish to disapply if any. A further update will be submitted once the 

applicants have confirmed.   

2.11 The applicant has a premises licence (19/16016/LIPT) under Section 17 of the Licensing 

Act 2003. The premises licence has a condition stating that ‘The licensable activities 

authorised by this licence are subject to the primary use of the premises continuing to be 

that of a Theatre and the sale and consumption of alcohol being ancillary to the use of 

the premises as a performance venue.’  

3.  Summary of Licensing Service’s Objection 
 
3.1 The Licensing Service is making an objection to this application on the grounds that if 

granted it will not promote the licensing objectives of the prevention of crime and 
disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance and the improvement in the 
character and function of the city, or areas of it.   

 



 
4. Premises History 
 
4.1 The premises are licensed under the Licensing Act 2003 and trade as Boulevard 

Theatre. The landlords Soho Estates applied for a premises licence in April 2019 and 
was granted by Licensing Sub-Committee on the 13th June 2019. The licence was 
transferred to Boulevard Theatre Company in November 2019.  

 
5. The Premises, its location and transport links 
 
5.1 Walker’s Court is a pedestrianised street that runs between Peter Street in the north and 

the junction of east Brewer Street and Rupert Street in the Soho district.  
  
5.2 In 2015, Soho Estates began the development of the area and the premises opened in 

November 2019. 
 
5.3 The premises is situated in the middle of four Underground Stations where Piccadilly 

Circus located on the corner of Shaftesbury Avenue is the closest at 0.2 miles.  Leicester 
Square Underground Station located on Charing Cross Road and Tottenham Court 
Road Station on Oxford Street is 0.4 miles. Then Oxford Circus Underground Station is 
0.5 miles.  Services from Piccadilly Underground station run Monday to Thursday from 
05:47 to 00:33, Friday from 05:47 to 03:33 and Saturday from 03:43 to Sunday 23:38.   

 
5.4 The nearest bus stop to Boulevard Theatre is on Shaftesbury Avenue.  It is serviced by 

14, 19, 38 and N38 bus services of which 1 of the services is a night bus.  
 
5.5 There is one Sexual Entertainment Venue within a 200m radius of the premises. This is 

SophistiCats, 3-7 Brewer Street, London, W1F 0RD. However, the style of operation at 
the SophistiCats is different from that proposed at The Boulevard Theatre. SophistiCats 
is a strip club with striptease, pole, table and lap dancing.  

 
6. Licensing Objectives and Relevant Licensing Policies 
 
6.1  The Sexual Entertainment Venues Statement of Licensing Policy 2012 was approved by 

the council on the 2nd February 2012 and operative from the 10th February 2012. The 
policy sets out the council’s approach to the regulation of sexual entertainment premises 
under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 as amended, (the 
1982 Act). This policy should be read with reference to the statutory Statement of 
Licensing Policy published under the Licensing Act 2003 (the 2003 Act), and the relevant 
related strategies and initiatives referred to in it, particularly where premises are 
regulated under both the 1982 Act and the 2003 Act. 

 
6.2 The aim of this policy is to promote the 4 licensing objectives identified in the 2003 Act, 

and also to promote the improvement in the character and function of the city, or areas 
of it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Policy LO1 – Character of the relevant locality 
 
6.3 Paragraph 2.4.2 of the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 2012 relating to Policy 

LOC1 – Character of the Relevant Locality states;  
 

‘Under the 1982 Act the council has the discretion to refuse applications relating to 
sexual entertainment venues on the grounds that the grant or renewal of the licence 
would be inappropriate, having regard to the character of the relevant locality’.  

 
6.4 The policy then specifies reasoning behind this policy.   
 

‘Sexual entertainment venues cater for a particular adult audience and by attracting 
those customers can affect the character of the locality in which they are situated’ 

 
6.5 Further; 
 

 ‘areas predominately characterised by general or family retail use may be inappropriate 
localities for sexual entertainment because of their use by children, either unsupervised 
or in a family context, and by adults wishing to avoid the characteristics of, or associated 
with, sexual entertainment venues’. 

 
6.6 Walker’s Court is a narrow alley way which is lined with sex shops that have neon 

illuminations. 
 
6.7 Another reason to be considered is; 
 

‘the nature of the clientele that sexual entertainment venues may attract, and their 
behaviour outside the premises, may also be inappropriate in the context of the 
character of the locality in which the premises are situated’ 

 
6.8 Although the proposed style of operation at The Boulevard Theatre is different to that of 

other Sexual Entertainment Venues there is no way of knowing what type of clientele the 
premises trading under an Sexual Entertainment Venue will attract. Customers who want 
to smoke will do so outside the premises within Walker’s Court. The performers who 
wish to smoke do so in the same area as customers. Although the applicants have 
confirmed that all performers will be dressed appropriately they have not confirmed 
whether they will be monitored by any staff including door supervisors to monitor their 
safety.   

 
6.9  The premises close at 01:00 Monday to Saturday and 22:30 on Sunday, customers will 

have access to all Underground Stations plus there is an all-night bus service in close 
proximity.  

 
6.10 Consideration should also be given to;  
 

‘localities characterised as areas of historic importance, or iconic in nature, will be 
particularly attractive to, and used by, visitors, both adults and children’.  



6.11 Walker’s Court dates from the early 1700s and from the late 1950s the street became 
associated with the Soho’s sex trade. Walker’s Court is crossed at first floor level by a 
bridge with leaded bay windows. After the extensive renovations this bridge is still in 
place and a second glass bridge is at Peter Street end of Walker’s Court. In 2015 plans 
were underway for the redevelopment of the immediate area to include a new theatre, 
retail and nightclub premises.    

6.12 Walker’s Court is a narrow alley way which is lined with sex shops that have neon 
illuminations.  

6.13 In 2015 Soho Estates, began redevelopment of the former Raymond Revuebar and 
surrounding buildings. Walkers Court is still has a number of Sex Shops.  

Policy LO2 – Use of premises in the vicinity 

6.14 Paragraph 2.4.16 of the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy 2012 relating to Policy 
LOC2 – Use of premises in the vicinity states that  

 
‘under the 1982 Act the council has the discretion to refuse applications relating to 
sexual entertainment venues on the grounds that the grant or renewal of the licence 
would be inappropriate, having regard to the use to which any premises in the vicinity 
are put’ 

 
6.15 The first reason which should be considered under this is part of the policy is that;  
 

‘ the council considers that sexual entertainment venues, providing a particular type of 
entertainment for a particular adult clientele, may be inappropriate in the vicinity of other 
premises depending on their use. This may include premises in the vicinity used for 
religious worship, by children and families, or vulnerable adults’. 

 
6.16 The Living Room Community Church is located at 3 Green’s Ct, which approximately 

177 feet away from the location of The Boulevard Theatre. The Living Room is a Café 
which has worship and bible talks. Worship and Bible Talk Times are as follows:  

 Sunday 16:00 followed by a simple supper 
 
 The church is open from Tuesday to Friday 11:00 to 19:00 

 
6.17 The Living Room Community Church offers a café on the first floor and a small meeting 

room in the basement. The hold Bible Talks and Worship every Sunday from 4pm with a 
light supper to follow.  

 
6.18 The church also offers language and cooking classes plus advice giving sessions and 

helping the homeless. 

6.19 Consideration should also be given with regard to; 

‘premises where children under the age of 18 in particular may reasonably be expected 

to attend will include schools and youth clubs and family community facilities including 

swimming pools, libraries, and open spaces’ 



6.20 The Soho Parish of C of E School is the nearest school which is located 100 yards 
away. School hours are Monday to Thursday 08:30 to 16:30 and Friday 08:30 to 15:00.  

 
Policy HR1 – Hours 
 
6.21 The hours of operation mirror those of the premises licence which was granted by 

Licensing Sub-Committee in June 2019. The premises has no characteristics in the 
interior or on the exterior of, or associated with, sexual entertainment venues.   

 
6.22 The premises is operating as a theatre with a premises licence (19/16016/LIPT). This 

application requests hours beyond core hours in Policy HR1. Paragraph 2.5.1 states 
‘Where a premises is licensed under the 2003 Act for hours beyond the ‘core hours’ the 
council will have regard to those hours and generally grant a SEV licence to the hours 
authorised for other licensable activities. 

 
7. Licensing Authority Position 
 
7.1  Taking into account the points raised in paragraphs above the Licensing Service 

maintain their objection to this application.  
 
Appendices 
 
Appendix A – Photos of the front of The Boulevard Theatre 
  



 



  



  



Objection 1         Appendix C4 
 
I write on behalf   Boulevard, where the 
entrance/exit to The Boulevard is situated., and the co. that holds the . I 
object  
1That the grant would be inappropriate, having regard to the character of the relevant locality;  
2 That the grant would be inappropriate, having regard to for the use of premises in the area; 
3The grant would be inappropriate, having regard to the layout, character and condition of the 
premises.  
4 The aims and objectives of the City Council's SEV Statement of Licensing Policy 2012 may be 
harmed, particularly  
i) prevention of crime and disorder  
ii) prevention of public nuisance and iii) promoting improvement in the character and function of 
the city, or areas of it.  
 
This license would be unsuitable given the tone of the recently regenerated Berwick Street area. 

 the Boulevard's entrance/façade  
dwellings - . Where  
overlooks the same facades, being fitted out. Nor would 
it be appropriate for a SEV license to be granted, given the number of women who pass through 
our front door, (10 paces across the road) and who go along our street. The Licensing authority 
must under section 149 Equality Act 2010 observe its public sector equality duty and have 'due 
regard' to the need to: (a) eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other 
conduct that is prohibited by or under this Act; (b) advance equality of opportunity between 
persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it; (c) 
foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and 
persons who do not share it. The relevant protected characteristics here would include: iii) 
gender reassignment v) sex vi) sexual orientation.  
  



Objection 2         Appendix C5 
 
 
The application describes it as 'cabaret'. More info would be appreciated. Is the licence sought 
as it is anticipated that 'relevant entertainment' will be provided regularly and/or frequently; or is 
it sought as a 'safety net' to cover instances during non-relevant entertainment when part of the 
performance may arguably fall within the definition of 'relevant entertainment' as defined in 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982? We also object on the grounds that 
taking a seat in a theatre-in-the-round enables audience members sitting opposite, on all sides 
and above to observe ones face and personal reactions to sexual entertainment, calling for a 
lowering of private inhibitions, readily effected through use of alcohol. 
 
We believe that on dispersal, such audiences are more likely to be in a defiant, trouble-seeking 
mood. This will attract the criminal element. On the police.co.uk website we learn that Nov. 2019 
recorded no crime in the whole of Cambridge Circ & Leicester Sq, while in the brightly lit, brand 
new alley of Walker's Court there were 8 recorded crimes (drugs, personal theft & 
violence/sex). SEV crowds leaving the Boulevard will attract greater criminal activities, bringing 
further disorder, noise and public nuisance. This will undermine the City Council's Policy HR1 
(Hours) in its SEV Statement of Licensing Policy, the objectives of which are to improve the 
character and function of the city. We are a  and value our 
sleep. The loudness of a departing SEV crowd will disturb  at 1am: the loudness of the 
Berwick St market assembling disturbs  again from 7pm. We need sleep in order to retain 
our health. Moreover, given the SEV licenses already granted the Box & Mme JoJo's, which 
share party walls and stand next to the Boulevard, to grant this further SEV license  

into the sexual entertainment centre of Soho. 
  



Objection 3          Appendix C6 
 
The application describes it as 'cabaret'. More info would be appreciated. For example, is the 
licence sought as it is anticipated that 'relevant entertainment' will be provided regularly and/or 
frequently; or is it sought as a 'safety net' to cover instances during non-relevant entertainment 
when part of the performance may arguably fall within the definition of 'relevant entertainment' 
as defined in Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982?   
 
We also object on the grounds that taking a seat in a theatre-in-the-round enables audience 
members sitting opposite, on all sides and above to observe ones face and personal reactions 
to sexual entertainment, calling for a lowering of private inhibitions, readily effected through use 
of alcohol. We believe that on dispersal, such audiences are more likely to be in a defiant, 
boisterous, trouble-seeking mood.  This will attract the criminal element.  
 
We learn that November 2019 recorded no crime in the whole of Cambridge Circ & Leicester 
Sq, while in the brightly lit, brand new alley of Walker's Court there were 8 recorded crimes 
(drugs, personal theft & violence/sex). SEV crowds leaving the Boulevard will attract greater 
criminal activities, bringing further disorder, noise and public nuisance to the neighbourhood. 
This will undermine the City Council's Policy HR1 in its SEV Statement of Licensing Policy, the 
objectives of which are to improve the character and function of the city, and prevent crime, 
disorder and public nuisance.  We are a  and  

 The loudness of a departing crowd will disturb  at 1am: the loudness of the  
St market assembling disturbs  again from 7am.  in order to retain our 
health and live lives. Moreover, given the SEV licenses already granted the Box & Mme 
JoJo's, which share party walls and stand next to the Boulevard, to grant this further SEV 
license  into a sexual entertainment centre 
  



Objection 4         Appendix C7 
 
 
I write on   Boulevard, where the 
entrance/exit to The Boulevard is situated., and the co. that holds the Freehold to .  I 
object 1That the grant would be inappropriate, having regard to the character of the relevant 
locality; 2 That the grant would be inappropriate, having regard to for the use of premises in the 
area; 3The grant would be inappropriate, having regard to the layout, character and condition of 
the premises. 4 The aims and objectives of the City Council's SEV Statement of Licensing 
Policy 2012 may be harmed, particularly i) prevention of crime and disorder ii) prevention of 
public nuisance and iii) promoting improvement in the character and function of the city, or 
areas of it. This license would be unsuitable given the tone of the recently regenerated Berwick 
Street area.  5 the Boulevard's 
entrance/façade are family dwellings -  

    overlooks the same facades,  
are being fitted out. Nor would it be appropriate for a SEV license to be granted, given the 
number of women who pass through our front door, (10  paces across the road) and who go 
along our street. The Licensing authority must under section 149 Equality Act 2010 observe its 
public sector equality duty and have 'due regard' to the need to: (a) eliminate discrimination, 
harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is prohibited by or under this Act; (b) 
advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic 
and persons who do not share it; (c) foster good relations between persons who share a 
relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it.  The relevant protected 
characteristics here would include: iii) gender reassignment v) sex vi) sexual orientation. 
 
 
The type of entertainment offered is important to the above considerations. In the application, it 
is described as 'cabaret'. More information on this would be appreciated. For example, is the 
licence sought as it is anticipated that 'relevant entertainment' will be provided regularly and/or 
frequently; or is it sought as a 'safety net' to cover instances during non-relevant entertainment 
when part of the performance may arguably fall within the definition of 'relevant entertainment' 
as defined in Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982.  I also object on the 
grounds that during cabaret, taking a seat in a theatre-in-the-round (such as the Boulevard) is a 
public act.  The audience members sitting directly opposite and those looking on from all sides 
and the circle above can identify the faces and watch the personal reactions of those in the front 
couple of rows. During sexual entertainment, accepting such personal complicity / integration 
into the event, calls for a lowering of private inhibitions, not to say social defiance,which can be 
accomplished (inter alia) through alcohol. As neighbours we are worried that on dispersal, such 
audiences are more likely to be in a loud/defiant/transgressive mood - boisterous, and trouble-
seeking.  This will attract the criminal element. Given the large capacity of the Boulevard, it is 
likely that such factors will increase the attendance of criminal elements, and bring disorder, 
noise and public nuisance to the neighbourhood. This will undermine the City Council's Policy 
HR1 (Hours) in its SEV Statement of Licensing Policy, the objectives of which are to improve 
the character and function of the city, and prevent crime, disorder and public nuisance.  We are 
a  across the 

the Boulevard.  We value    
  



 
This crowd will disturb us when it empties onto  at 1am: and 
then the Berwick St market assembles from 7pm. We  to retain  
health and live lives well. Moreover, given the Sexual entertainment license already held by 
the Box nightclub, and by the newly licensed Mme JoJo's, which share party walls with each 
other and stand next to the Boulevard, granting a sexual entertainment license to The Boulevard 
Theatre will turn  into the sexual entertainment centre of Soho. 
  



Sex establishment licence history                              Appendix D 
 

Application 
reference 

Details of 
application 

Date of 
determination 

Decision 

12/02602/LISEVN Application for a new 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence. 

Granted by Licensing 
Sub-Committee 

11 June 2012 

13/05217/LISEVV Application to vary 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted by Licensing 
Sub-Comittee 

10 October 2013 

13/07333/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

25 October 2013 

14/00232/LISEVT Application to 
transfer the Sexual 
Entertainment Venue 
licence from Steve 
Bruce to Soho 
Estates Limited 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

16 November 2014 

14/08264/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

16 November 2014 

15/07952/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

17 November 2015 

16/10360/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

26 October 2016 

17/10698/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

25 October 2017 

18/11200/LISEVR Application to renew 
Sexual Entertainment 
Venue licence 

Granted under 
delegated authority 

16 November 2018 

 



Map of locality                   Appendix E 

  
 
0 = Sex establishment 
 
0 = Place of Worship  
1 = Faith Groups 




